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What were the outcomes of the 
2015 Koala Study? 
There has been ongoing decline in koala 
activity and occupancy levels throughout the 
northern part of the Tweed Coast, between 
Kingscliff and Koala Beach. The Pottsville 
Wetlands / Black Rocks koala population, in 
the southern part of the Tweed Coast, 
appears stable. Overall, the Tweed Coast 
koala population currently occupies 
substantially less of the available habitat than 
it did when surveys were carried out for the 
2011 Koala Habitat Study. 

What do the results mean for the 
future of koalas on the Tweed 
Coast? 
The situation remains severe for koala 
populations on the Tweed Coast. The current 
trend means that the Tweed Coast koala 
population could be lost within the next 20 
years unless the decline can be reversed 
through ongoing protection and habitat 
restoration initiatives. Population stability in 
the south is an encouraging sign, and 
suggests that recovery is still possible with 
substantial effort. 

How many koalas are left on the 
Tweed Coast? 
This study has not attempted to provide an 
estimate of population size. It is not possible 
or practical to count each koala in the Tweed 
Coast area, because of the large area 
covered by the study and resources 
available. The koala population is very small 
and as a result, any estimate of koala 

numbers using standard survey methods has 
a large margin for error, which was the case 
with the estimated figure from the previous 
study in 2011. 
 
However, the available survey tools and 
methods can effectively compare koala 
occupancy and activity levels over time. 
These comparisons provide better detail on 
the status of koalas throughout the Tweed 
Coast and are more informative for guiding 
future actions to protect the population. 
 
Council is working with state government and 
research institutions to improve the accuracy 
and efficiency of survey methods for 
estimating koala population size, including 
the use of “drones” and detection dogs.  

How will Council respond to the 
results of the study? 
Reversing the trend of population decline will 
be a long-term process that could take more 
than 20 years. Council will continue to work 
on further reducing threats to koalas 
throughout the Tweed Coast. Survey results 
reiterate the need to maintain current koala 
habitat restoration works and to increase 
available habitat which will provide for future 
koala population expansion.  
 
Council will continue to lead the koala 
recovery effort on the Tweed Coast by 
implementing the actions of the Tweed Coast 
Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management, 
finalising the Tweed Byron Koala 
Connections project and carrying out regular 
monitoring of the population. 
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How was the study done? 
Council staff used standard koala faecal 
pellet surveys at over 70 field sites on the  
Tweed Coast between Kingscliff and 
Billinudgel Nature Reserve to determine 
current koala activity levels in those 
locations. They revisited sites surveyed 
during the 2011 Habitat Study, as well as a 
number of additional sites. This year’s survey 
used identical methodology to the previous 
Habitat Study, so the results of both studies 
could be effectively compared.  

 

Who carried out the study? 
The work was carried out by Council staff 
experienced in koala surveys. Tweed Shire 
Council is in a rare position of having the 
necessary expertise and resources to 
undertake this work entirely in-house. 

When was the study done? 
Survey work was carried out between June 
and September 2015.

What can I do to help? 

 


