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Submission to Tweed Shire Council regarding naming of behind

Tumbulgum Hall.

We, the undersigned, ask that you name the park area at the back of the
Tumbulgum Hall after Joe and Rebecca Jaggers.

Joe Jaggers came to Tumbulgum in 1906 as a photographer. Then in 1908 he
brought his new bride Rebecca to live in the village,He built a flat bottomed punt
and started a river cream and carrying business between Stotts Creek and
Kynanboon on the Rous River. He also used his boat to transport people between
Murwillumbah and Tumbulgum. When it became practical, he started transporting
cream and milk to the butter factory by lorry in Murwillumbah from Duranbah
through Tumbulgum and doing general camying. He and then his 2 sons
continued this business up to 1958. He owned properties in and near Tumbulgum.
He died in Murwillumbah in 1966.

In 1910 Rebecca Jaggers was appointed the Tumbulgum Postmistress. A room
was added to the front of the family home and this served as the Tumbulgum
Post Office for over 30 years. Rebecca not only worked the post office, she
delivered telegrams at all hours and in all weather by horse and buggy. She
helped nurse the sick during the great flu epidemic and was heavily involved with
the Church of England feeding the visiting clergy and billeting visiting
missionaries. When she died in 1942 she was buried in the Tumbulgum cemetery
attended by what was reported as one of tﬁe largest gatherings on the Tweed.
She is buried beside her son Ambrose who died in infancy. Her daughter

continued to run the post office for several more years.



There are now 5 generations of the Jaggers family who have lived and are living in
Tumbulgum. 3 generations have received their education at the Tumbulgum Public
School.

Joe and Rebecca’s 4 children contributed to the local community. Roy (1909-
2006) was a “Rat of Tobruk®, served as the president of the Tumbulgum Tennis
Clﬁb and was sweep of the Cudgen Headland surf boat in the early 1930’s. Ash
(1912-1986) played Rugby League for Tumbulgum. He was presented with a clock by
a grateful community for his flood relief work during the major 1954 flood. Kath
(1916-2008) was married in the old Tumbulgum Church of England in 1937. She
and Joyce(1922-2007) both played tennis with the Tumbulgum Tennis Club and
helped run the post office. Grandson Royce served in the Royal Australian Navy
seeing action in Bomeo and Vietnam. A great grand daughter has taught at the
school and been a president of the P&C. A great, great, grand daughter has just
finished her schooling at the Tumbulgum school.

This is a small dossier of the contributions made to the Tumbulgum community by
the early settlers, Joe and Rebecca Jaggers and their descendents over a 100 year
period and what they did to put Tumbulgum on the map. There are many more
examples of their contributions to the Tumbulgum and Tweed districts so we feel Joe
and Rebecca JAGGERS are deserving of the honour of having this park named after
them.

We hope you consider this request favourably as this may be the last opportunity to

honour our ancestors and valued citizens of Tumbulgum who served the community

th
so well during the early to mid 20™ century. %W - i_—_j,v?

Signed @

A

O J200,

A




Submission to Tweed Shire Council naming of park behind

Tumbulgum Hall.
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There are now 5 generations of the Jaggers family who have lived and are living in

Tumbulgum. 3 generations have received their education at the Tumbulgum Public
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the early settlers, Joe and Rebecca Jaggers and their descendents over a 100 year
period and what they did to put Tumbulgum on the map. There are many more
examples of their contributions to the Tumbulgum and Tweed districts so we feel Joe
and Rebecca JAGGERS are deserving of the honour of having this park named after
them.
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so well during the early to mid 20™ century.
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New-style bridge named after Mount Burrell legend

Relatives of Mount Burrell pioneer
Tom Grant cut a ribbon last
Thursday to mark the official
opening of Tom Grant Bridge.

The $1.2 million Tom Grant Bridge
runs over Snake Creek in Kyogle Road,
a rural area at the far south-westem
edge of the Tweed Shire.

Tom Grant was a key figure in
the agricultural and community
development of the Mount Burrell area
when it was dominated by dairy farms.
He was at the centre of community
and clvic life in the Mount Burrell
area from the time he amived in 1925
to when he retired to Kingscliff and
served as a Councillor on the former
Shire of Tweed Council from 1945 to
1946.

The event was attended by three
of Tom Grant's eight children — Dot
Lange of Bray Park, Bernard Grant
of Tweed Heads and Jack Grant of
Murwillumbah.

“He was an extraordinary man and
very well respected in not only the
Mount Burrell area but the broader
community,” Mrs Lange said.

“He was a decorated soldier from
World War 1, an avid letter writer to
the Tweed Daily News, a self-educated

TOQ«R Ay > |
IDGE .
SNAKE creey, gas—

Jack Grant, Dot Lange and Bemard Grant at
the bridge named in honour of their father Tom
Grant and his contribution to the Mount Burrell
community.

but widely-read man and a secretary of many
organisations.

The bridge itself is a single 20-mefre span concrete
structure which was built on the site of an earlier
bridge which had washed away. This avoided the
costs and inconvenience to motorists of a temporary
traffic bypass.

This is the first time this type of bridge design




useum to close for 12 months while new extension added

Shire Council is
a $2.6 million
of the Tweed
Regional Museum in
to create a
facility to display its
collections.
The Museum closed last
and will not reopen
2013, to allow staff and
time to sort and
the collection, and for
to begin on the
consfruction.
Council’s Senior Museum
Judy Kean, said
and staff will be
busy during the next 12
completing the painstaking
of assessing and preparing the
for the move
“Construction of the storage
is expected to begin in
2012 and is scheduled for
in the second half of the
" Ms Kean said.
The Queensland Road facility
entering an exciting period of
with a new building
adopted by Council in
and preparations
to construct separate

storage for the collections.

Project architect Paul Berkemeier

Artist’s impression of the
new museum extension.

developed the concept in
consultation with Murwillumbah
Historical Society members, Council
staff and Tweed Shire Councillors.
“The innovative design maximises
the potential of the Murwillumbah
site and provides a facelift for the
existing heritage building, meeting
the highest heritage principles and
museum standards,” Ms Kean said.
“It will provide substantial
new collection display space, a
significantly increased capacity to
cater for visitors and school groups,
and maintains a research centre for
the Murwillumbah Historical Society.
“Council is also constructing a

purpose-built storage facility in
South Murwillumbah. This facility
will house the museum's collection
while the Queensland Road building
is being extended.

“In the long-term, it will provide
ongoing storage for items in the
museum collection, to better protect
these pieces and allow greater
flexibility with displays at the

museum,” she said.

The collection at the
Museum showcases the
history of the Tweed Valley
through memorabilia,
photographs, newspapers
and domestic farm
equipment, geological
specimens, civilian and
military radio equipment,
items of World War | and |l
and a Robey steam engine.

A development
application for the
museum extension,
including concepl plans,
will be available for public
viewing and comment early in
2012 through Council’s website
at www.tweed.nsw.gov.au, at the
Murwillumbah Council offices and
the Murwillumbah library.

Ajthough the museum will be
closed in 2012, museum staff can
be contacted during this period by
phoning (02) 6670 2400 or by email
at trrm@tweed.nsw.gov.au.

Tumbulgum playground opens

Tumbulgum girl
Stringer, 5, tries out
the new Tumbuigum
playground, located
in Government
Road. The design
encourages nature-
based play as well
fun on conventional
playground
equipment. Children
can dig, move rocks
and logs and
through garden
while making up
their own games.
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" Roy Jaggers - Transcript of Interview 1 - 9 - 1982 137 ZJ
Interviewed by Brian Maye

1. Referring to North Tumbulgum - not a bad sort of hotel, Matt Perkins owned it, two storey hotel. I don’t
know who owned it before, I thought Lumley owned it before them. Perkins had it, and opposite on the
river bank was a store, straight opposite where the shop is now, Brunner lives now, straight opposite that
was the big wharf, the Government wharf, where all the stuff off the Hill (Mayes Hill), bananas, cream, all
that sort of stuff was picked up by Skinner & Lowe’s boat. The driveway went completely around the shop
and people bought their groceries and things at the shop there.

On the upriver side, or the North Arm side, were the stables, and somewhere in this vicinity was a ship
building yard. In later years the ship building was down along the river bank in front of Logan’s property,
that would be half a mile down from the ferry, down towards Tweed Heads, that's where the big ship
building yards were, where Old Sandy (Logan) built his submarine. It's the only submarine built privately
that’s ever been recognised in the world. It's been accepted these last four or five years as a genuine
submarine, after all that length of time. It was powered with a marine engine, it had trolley lines inside of it,
and it rolled over, the engine kept upright in the bottom of the ship all the time. There’d be a little island in
that dip corner (on the Tumbulgum side, just upstream of the Terranora road bridge) and if he wanted to do any
work there he‘d just run the boat up and roll it up like a barrel and stopped it there. So he’d run it up on the
shore, roll it anywhere, it was round, like a barrel, and inside were the tram lines and the wheels on the
framework and the engine could roll around on them so it stayed upright all the time. And it's been
accepted as the only one of its kind, equal to the Japanese midget submarines that were used in the last
world war. It's only been recognised recently through those, what do you call thosc people, geologies or
whoever they are who keep records of things? They’ve received word these last few years as a genuine
submarine, but it never got as far as going under the water

2. Referring to buildings at North Tumbulgum - The only things 1 can remember are the hotel, the store
opposite, the wharf behind that, on the right hand side facing the water were the stables and a ship yard.
The Masonic Hall would be facing the main river, around in that bay, between the pub and the quarry, the
hill takes a turn around there, right in the centre. You’d have to go across the paddock or you'd have to go
from the pub, there was a bit of a roadway there beside the pub, to get to it. That was all swamp in front of
there. It's been filled up in recent times, but you’d have to go past the pub or come in the other way.

3. Referring to river transport - The ferry on the North Arm was always hand operated but the one on the
main river was machine operated. They always had vehicles, drays and sulkies and that. They had ferries
that wound across. There was one was at Murwillumbah and one at Chinderah. Murwillumbah would
have been the shortest one, but Tumbulgum would have been the earliest one I think. They used to drag big
droghers up that arm, right up towards Kynnumboon Bridge, and bring the corn and pigs down. They were
big flat bottomed boats that you’d load the pigs on and then you’d bring them out in the main stream, they
only drew a few feet of water, and they‘d load them onto the ocean going boats in the main river. Big pig
sales were in Tumbulgum itself, and they’d drive them down to the wharf, and they’d go to Murwillumbah
then by train over to ByronBay to be killed; some of them would go through to Sydney I guess. They used to
tow the logs out down the North Arm; the cane punts would be lowed down the North Arm, three or four
punts at the time; the timber was towed down in rafts. When I remembered they were taken to the Standard
Sawmill in Murwillumbah, but in earlier times they used to load them on the Sydney going ships. They
were cedar that went on those ships, but in my time I can remember them towed, and later on a motor
launch would tow the barges with logs on them up to the Standard Sawmills. The main wharf that served
Tumbulgum proper was over near the police station; the Junction wharf was over near the pub. Sailing
ships were before my time. Big Sydney ships used to come up and load direct at Murwillumbah in those
days. There was the “Emma Pyers” with Skinner & Lowe boats, a later one, she was the queen of the fleet.
There was the “Mebbin”, she was the smallest, then the “Booyong” and then the biggest one was “Emma
Pyers”; the three of them worked the river. They linked with the railway at Tweed Heads. They brought all
the mail, to North Tumbulgum and to us. The mail boat would call in at us at the wharf, and cross and
leave the mail at North Tumbulgum. The fellow off the boat would walk up and drop the mail in or else a



person would go down and collect it at the wharf, and they’d have two deliveries a day, which is more than
you get now. The post offices were open all day Saturday, and when they became pretty modern they closed
on a Thursday afternoon. My mother ran the Tumbulgum Post Office for over thirty years. Any telegrams
that came, like in the First World War, they’d have to be delivered. I didn’t deliver any for my Mother, I
wouldn’t be old enough. My Mother always delivered them in the war years, I don’t know what happened
prior to that. She would have known the people she was delivering to, it would mostly be bad news after
the First World War. Thal was why she’d particularly harness the pony at night time when she was going up
to Cranneys or Hogans. The roads weren’t that fun with just a candle light on the sulky. The road we call
the highway now was just a dirt track, nearly all of the transport was on the river. The road on that cutting
from the flat up to Marks’ would be just the width of a sulky, it would be mud and they would throw blue
metal on it, there would be no such a thing as blinding (presumably covering with a layer of more finely crushed
gravel) in those days. It's a wonder the horses didn’t get stone bruises everywhere they went.

Break in tape

4. Referring to boiling down works - On the first farm on the Terranora side of the North Tumbulgum village (Portion
11, Parish of Terranora, County of Rous). In the break Roy said it was one of the biggest boiling down works on the Far
North Coast.

The cattle yards were between Logan’s and the quarry on the hill, but the pig yards ran off the hill and onto
the swamp; and they would kill up to hundreds of head of cattle there a year. They’d have fed the left over
offal to the pigs, to get rid of it, then sold the pigs. The tallow would have gone out by boat from the wharf
in big casks. And further around there was Logan’s with the slaughter yards for the Tumbulgum butchers
shops, and on the river bank, opposite Logan’s property, (ie across the road) was his ship building yard, and
one house. As you go along the road there are two palm trees. That used to be the house for the people who
used to work in the ship yard. Logan had a farm there as well. Well Seynour used to have a ship building
yards on the main Tumbulgum side; this old fellow who gave all that property to the Blue Nurses, he had
the big ship yards on the main side. They built up to schooner size. Then when you went down, that next
point further down (small ridge adjacent to and upstream of the northern side of Terranora road bridge), there was a
gravevard on the top of the hill there, on the corner, they were drowned there. One of the Skinner Lowes
boats ran into a Salvation Army boat there at night time and they were all drowned on the boat, two
Salvation Army officers, women. They used to come down and go to Chinderah, preach, come to
Tumbulgum, to visit. It was only row boat; they were rowing, and the boat came along at night time and
cleaned them up in the dark. Then above the quarry there are still a few graves up there. Bobby Ostrim was
telling me the other day that one of these fellows, I think he’s married to a Cashin, coming around killing the
groundsel bush said you could still pick out the marks where the railing was. Up on top of that ridge
running along the back there, behind where Brunner lives. There used to be a track over there from the
bottom of Mayes hill, because if there was a flood on and you couldn’t get around you would walk up over
the top. Well that's where the thing is, on top of the hill. Evidently they were buried when there was wet
weather and there was nowhere else and they were buried in the handiest spot to where they were found.

5. Referring to Logan’s ship yard - 1 think Logan might have moved the other ship yard around on the North
Arm near the pub from one place to the other, I'm not sure. I think he would have moved from the North
Arm down to the other one later. The ferry man’s house used to be on the point there, we always had a ferry
man’s house, on high blocks right on the corner there, right beside the ferry approach. It would be through
the First World war and just after, but the boat building yard would be prior to the 1920s. T wouldn’t have a
clue when they closed down, but I can remember Sandy’s submarine. I've still got a piece of poetry about it
somewhere, if I can ever dig it up.

6. Referring to cattle dips - As long as T can remember there’s always been dips. The one for North
Tumbulgum would have been around towards Harry Cross’, there was one there more recently. Well that's
the only one I can remember, and I don’t know when that was built. Idon’t think it was there from the start;
I think I can remember it in my time being built. I don’t know where the other one was or whether they had
one there. They might have had when I was a young boy and wouldn't remember those things, they may
have.



7. Referring to a sugar mill on Skinner’s farm - As far as | know it was on Skinner’s, Skinner was a big man. |
don‘t think he ever got his silk worm factory started, but it is only in recent years that some mulberry trees
were cut down. You might remember that opposite Riordan’s there were about a dozen mulberry trees.
Well on the other side, towards where Cross used to live, along the roadway there was where the mulberry
trees were, but I've only got that from hearsay. We always used to be around there at the mulberries but
you’d never raid a mulberry tree because they bore that heavily. We used to raid the nut trees too when we
were young. He started a cordial factory, but I don’t know how far it got. He was the same fellow who
started the cordial factory in Murwillumbah, Skinner Lowes, the same family. Some the oldest headstones
up in that cemetery (North Tumbulgum), some of the most beautiful you’ve ever seen, have Skinners’ names
on them.

8. Referring to cutting sleepers - In 1922 my father Joe hauled sleepers in a 1920 Republic truck to North
Tumbulgum. They were cut by Higgins, Tom was one of them, not sure about Bede or Dan, but I know Tom
was one of them. They were brought from Duroby, not the Duroby as you know it today, I mean the top end
up near Nortis and Hogan. On the Bilambil road, instead of turning into Cranney’s and Sexton’s you went
straight on up into the bush. Well it's just near there because the scrub ends there and the forest starts.
(Older residents referred to rainforest as ‘scrub’ and eucalytus forest as ‘“forest’.) If you are on that road, and if you
come down the hill there used to be good forest. Then they used to come down and be stacked there. (North
Tumbulgum wharf) 1don’t know who used to load them onto the boat, but there would be a CSR drogher
come down, or a cane punt thing, and they’d load them on. They were cut for the CSR, but I think some of
them might have been cut for the government railway, I don’t remember, but 1 know they were cut for
sleepers. They were cut with a broad axe in those days. There were two or three of the Higgins on it, I think
Danny was one of them, with his broad axe. But they did cut railway sleepers too (ie for the government
railway), but I don’t know how they would have went from there, they wouldn't have gone on a CSR boat.
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