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REPORTS THROUGH THE GENERAL MANAGER 

 

O2 [GC-OC] Councillors - Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities 
for Mayors and Councillors  

 
ORIGIN: 

Corporate Compliance 
 
SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

In accordance with Section 252 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council must within 
five months after the end of each year adopt a policy concerning the payment of 
expenses incurred or to be incurred by and the provision of facilities to Mayors, Deputy 
Mayors and other Councillors. 
 
In accordance with Section 253 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council must 
advertise the draft policy for at least 28 days and call for public submissions.  In regard to 
the 2006/2007 policy, Council has up until 28 February 2007 to deliver to the Department 
of Local Government its policy.  However, it is suggested that Council should implement 
the processes to adopt a new policy at its meeting of 19 December 2006, thus 
eliminating any concerns of residents not being able to provide a public submission due 
to the festive season period. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That the 'Councillors - Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for 
Mayors and Councillors' Draft Policy be placed on exhibition for public 
comment for at least 28 days, for further consideration at its meeting of 
19 December 2006. 
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REPORT: 

In accordance with Section 252 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council must within 
five months after the end of each year adopt a policy concerning the payment of 
expenses incurred or to be incurred by and the provision of facilities to Mayors, Deputy 
Mayors and other Councillors. 
 
To assist Council in adopting a policy, the Department of Local Government has issued 
new guidelines for all NSW Council's contained in Circular 06-57 – Guidelines for the 
Payment of Expenses and the Provision of facilities to Mayors and Councillors. 
 
The current policy for Tweed Shire Council – Councillors, was adopted on 15 December 
2004 and needs minor changes to ensure compliance with the Department’s new 
guidelines.  The policy contains information on Councillor Administration, Fees, 
Expenses and Facilities. 
 
A new draft policy, Councillors - Payment of Expenses and Provision of facilities for 
Mayors and Councillors has been prepared in accordance with the new guidelines. 
 
The draft policy establishes strong audit and accountability requirements that Councillors 
must adhere to before any reimbursement will be approved, including production of 
receipts. 
 
Other requirements include the establishment of monetary limits and standards for the 
payment of expenses, such as: 
 
• Mobile Telephone Charges - $400 per month for the Mayor and $200 per month for 

other Councillors; 
• Care and other related expenses $2,000 per annum; 
• Incidental expenses incurred in attending approved conferences, seminars, training 

and educational courses; 
• Spouse and partner expenses and 
• Attendance at dinners and other non-council functions, seminars, conferences, 

training and educational courses, travel arrangements, both local and outside local 
government area, postage and insurance. 

 
In regard to the provision of facilities, the policy provides standards on the dedicated 
mayoral vehicle, other mayoral facilities and services and provision of other facilities 
generally to Councillors. 
 
To enable Council to have a policy in place that complies with the guidelines, it is 
necessary to resolve to place the draft policy on public exhibition for at least 28 days and 
invites submissions.  Council should consider any submissions and adopt the updated 
policy at its meeting of 19 December 2006. 
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LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
A new policy, Councillors - Payment of Expenses and Provision of facilities for Mayors 
and Councillors to replace current policy, Tweed Shire Council – Councillors. 
 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION: 

To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website 
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week 
before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting). 
 
Nil. 
 

 
 

http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/
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