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QUESTIONS
Tha local governmont system
1 Lol genvernmend o NSW e cange sigaiScantly fo mear 215 Cantury chalfenges
i i} -
Stmanghy Dissqree Disagree Unsare agree Siriingly dgred
2 The dissussion peper "Sether, Stronger Local Goverrment’ has identified the main issues that require reform in the NSW Iocal govemmed? gyetem
‘:'.‘rrmn.j,' D.luqr:n :Iu;u_rw Linzurn .d..':mr ‘L’mnq-i; Agroe
3 Do you agees with the exsennal plemarss of an efecev local povammers symom (Box 7, page 1137
"S'Imrlj;' .l;ruqrr: "_'lu;:..gru lhu:.n: A.;n !Imnq.ffl.ﬁg'ﬂ

drg thene other esential foments? rleste liml o <700 characteng!

Council supports the essential elements described in Box 2 on page 11, In particular
Council strongly supports the need for reduced State regulation and compliance
regimes; remunerating Councillors for high level performance; and professional
development programs for the elected members and senior staff such as the
company directors course. Council also seeks greater autonomy for local government
to set its own performance measures.

Fizscal responsibility

4 Keepiregy rones artgficiodly low and foiling fo borrow' when oppropviste con be js? o3 srespangibles o1 over-ending
= - - "

Strengly Deagres Disagres Linsure Agres Strangly Agree

A KW neserls 1o imnplement @ new conoept of Sscal resporaibiliny” for councils, under which asset and financial plarning, the bevel of rates and charges,
service standerds, expenditure control, performance imphovemens and awdit practices am aligned o promote keng term sistanabiliy

£ ] 1l o
sarcngly Disagres Disagree Unsurs Agree Strongly Agree
[ The disndietion of Finarcial Assstance G need further anaew in onder 1o direct addmional funds to smuBer url-remete counolbs
i o 3 & B
Stongly Deagres Dagoes Linmurn A Srrongly Agren
T Councali ated nesd fo momese Sater, based on sound long-term Snarcial and asset plane
=] c 3 - (
Strongly Diagree Duagnee Linsurn Apre Srrongly dgroe

& Pease nominse the top 3 aspects of coundil raong that should be reviesed in priomy cnder?

Pty Aapects of Counal Rating

Pricety Eyahianon Ress ChCanegomns I ERBpRIONS Croncessions i
Praserty 3 Civahanien Rass . Crtpgnes " Emmpans “iConcessions Tt
Prioety 3 dahamon fase ICategries Cibmmptions ® Concossons “iCither

Please ackd any addtionsl comments below dlanes L fo < 00 chavoche)

The revenue base for Local Government needs to increase and this could include
increasing rates faster or establishing additional rate categories. However other forms
of revenue should be increased such as a fuel levy allocated towards lecal roads - the
major infrastructure back log facing all levels of government.
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Services and infrastructure
g foclding tocol infroxtraune neads and boacliogs warnanis the highase pronTy
' i P s i
Strongly Deagree Dinagres Ursure Agmee Srongly Agres

mn Lizted below are opSons to help tackle the frassructung itue, please nominate the top 3 priorities in order.

Options Pricarty 1 Pripahy Pricay 3
Improved asset snd financial planning i il )
Improved productivty and contract mansgement i ) c
Spedal rate kevies O O Mo
Increased bomowing e e
Redistnbumon of Finsncial Avistance Gramts based on irfrastiuctue nesds i h i
Negatiating lower service levels with the commurity "y Cr 3
Crher (pleaze specrfy) B =i i

11 Councils need fo become mang producinvg Sfcient and competinye if ey one 1o be susininshils, invhasd and effecnne pormen i the shre pubde tecmor
{1 ‘o P 1 i)
Srrongly Dsagree Dizagnee Urisure Agmee Songly Agree
1x Mew, eronger models should be erplemented for regional shaned sendces, induding water ttilities.
'S & i a) )
Strongly 3 Disagres Uraure Angres Swongly Agres
13 Remuonal collaboraion betwesn councils on srazegic planning and sseacs delivery should be compubiory
3 C - - )
Strongly Dwiagres Disagres Unsurn Agren Srongly Agron
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Structures and boundaries
14, Thare i a case for ugrificart consohidation of bcal govemment m Sydrey
A C : & ]
Srronply Disagres Disagree Lingure B Srongly Agres
15. There i 8 caze for conselidamion of local govermimen in urhan ereas such as the Lower Hunter, Cemral Coast and Mewares
' 'a o =3 fa]
Srrenply Dissgres Disagres Unsure Bagres Serongly Aogree
16 There i 4 case for some fursher corsolidmion of rural, repional and coastal eoncily
O o o & o
Srmngly Disagres Disagres Linsurn Aorea Srrongly Agree
11 Where counals amalgamate, thene shauld be an optien 1o establish plected ‘community basrds’ a5 in New Zealand
O C o & Q
Srrangly Dissgres Disagres Linsurs Agree Serongly Agnes
14. D you dgees with the preliminary ket of facton informing the Pansels assesament of local govemment bourclanies (Sox 6 page 257
o C - I 'a]
Srrangly Dissgres Dinscres Uinsurs Agree Sronghy Agres
Herw s your oodinoll placed agaimss this sz of facrors? fpisose bt < J00 chavactany)
Council is well placed to deal with the following factors: Population Growth;
Accessiblity; Local Identity & Sense of Place; Efficiency & Effectiveness; Strong
Centres; and Infrastructure Assets, There is a need for all councils to improve their
strategic capacity and attract highly skilled staff and councillors. To achieve the
above factors, it may be necessary to make boundary adjustments that do naot
combine the whole of two or more existing LG#As.
Governance
15, There i a need for better goevemance and leadership m most council
o 3 & - 2]
Srongly Dissgres Dinacjres Linsurs Agren Srongly Agher
20. & phouwld be computiary for Mapors and Coeincillees o undernale reguisr profescional dawlapmient
| i ) 1 (]
Srrongly Disagres Dizagres Linsure Agree Zrrongly Agree
Fal The role and suthomy of Mayors needs to be strengthened to mmprove Iradership and acoourtabilmy n coungly
o o - E La]
Stonply Disagroe Disagron Linzurn aqree Srongly Agren
Fra Thare ks a need for targeted professional development o improve the perfoamanoe of Geneml Managers.
o C 3 & &
Strongly Disagree Disacyren Linyure aggren Srongly Agroe
23, Thers i & need to improve: working relahonships betwesn Coundillon: (parmeulardy buryor) and the Gereral Marager by prowecding appropnate checks and
halanees in their respective powe and responibilites
i & e - (o]
Srrongly Dissgres Dissgren [ A Srrongly Agrer
2, There thould be & shift from comphanee o inrovation and improvement, urderpanned by better data mllecon and expanded banchmarking snd performance

reganting, and supported by upgraded imemal and mesmal audin
i1 & -

S:mnw.ﬂn.lqru Dizaqroe Linyuro i.l.:rru Hrmq]zg Amgren
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A compact for change

25 S2ate and local government seed to formally agres on a package of changes to achieve lorg-term wstainabilmy of the sector, wiek groe and take on both sides
i F - - i

Srmngly Disagres Desagren Limsurs AT Strongly Agres

4 The rew local govermment assoaahion should pley & mone effscve keadership mole in dmarg charge in the sector, ardd in mpronvang the performarce of

eoamaly
T ™ .i..
Semangly Thaagres Deuagres Ungure A Smangly Agres
7 The Dhvision o Local Gevemment shiukd play & more efective adsmnhip rode n deang change in the sector, and in impeoving the pedoemance of counols
i = e
Srongly Divagres Diagynes: Linsurs Argre Strongly Agren

| Are thers any other aues that the Panel shovld be corsidenng - or resaarch that needs to be undertaben - in developing e firal package of change
proposak? (alepre Switin « M0 charocrers

Refer to additional report (via email to Panelidocalgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au)

which includes comments about the list of essential elements of an effective local

government system (Box 2, page 11), the preliminary list of factors informing the

Panel's assessment of local govenrment boundaries (Box &, page 29) and comments

on the findings of the Perth Metropolitan Review (Box 5, page 26).
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