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REPORTS THROUGH THE ACTING GENERAL MANAGER 

 

REPORTS FROM THE ACTING DIRECTOR PLANNING AND REGULATION 

a23 [PR-CM] Asbestos Management Policy - Version 1.0  
 
ORIGIN: 

Director 
 
SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

The NSW Ombudsman’s Office undertook an investigation into how asbestos is dealt with in 
New South Wales.  As a result of these investigations the Ombudsman has made a number 
of suggestions in accordance with Section 31AC of the Ombudsman Act 1974.  In response 
to these suggestions, an Asbestos Management Policy has been drafted, which complies 
with relevant legislation and WorkCover NSW guidelines. 
 
The draft Asbestos Management Policy Version 1.0 is attached and it is recommended that 
Council formally places the draft Policy on exhibition for a period of 28 days in accordance 
with Section 160 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That: 
 
1. The draft Asbestos Management Policy Version 1.0 be exhibited for a 

period of 28 days in accordance with Section 160 (2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

 
2. A further report is presented to Council, which is to include any 

submissions made, following the exhibition period. 
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REPORT: 

The NSW Ombudsman’s Office undertook an investigation into how asbestos is dealt with in 
New South Wales.  As a result of these investigations the Ombudsman has made a number 
of suggestions in accordance with Section 31AC of the Ombudsman Act 1974: 
 
1. Council review its policies, practices and procedures to ensure they comply with the 

relevant legislation and WorkCover NSW guidelines. 
 
2. Council review the contents of its web site and in relevant publications to ensure they 

contain information relating to asbestos which includes: 
 

a. council’s roles and responsibilities in relation to asbestos, 
b. licencing requirements for asbestos removals, 
c. local council requirements for demolitions and renovations of buildings 

containing asbestos, 
d. council regulatory measures in place to ensure compliance when demolitions 

and development are carried out, and 
e. links to relevant government web sites containing up to date information on 

dealing with asbestos. 
 
In response to the Ombudsman’s suggestions, an Asbestos Management Policy has been 
drafted, which complies with relevant legislation and WorkCover NSW guidelines and is 
included in this report. 
 
As a further response, Council has implemented an Asbestos - Community Information page 
accessible from the Planning/Building Development, Environmental Health and Community 
sections of the website.  The Asbestos – Community Information is accessible from the 
following link www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/asbestos and contains information on: 
 

a. Council’s roles and responsibilities in relation to asbestos; 
 
b. Licensing requirements for asbestos removals; 
 
c. Council requirements for demolitions and renovations of buildings containing 

asbestos; 
 
d. Regulatory measures in place to ensure compliance when demolitions and 

development are carried out; and  
 
e. Relevant links. 

 

http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/asbestos
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LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Once adopted will become a Policy of Council. 
 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION: 

To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website 
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au (from 8.00pm Wednesday the week before the meeting) or visit Council's offices at 
Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from 8.00am Thursday the week before the meeting) or Council's libraries 
(from 10.00am Thursday the week of the meeting). 
 
Nil. 
 

 

http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/
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