
 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2009 

 
 

 

 
TWEED SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Tuesday 16 June 2009 
 

Mayor: Cr J van Lieshout 
 

Councillors: Cr B Longland, Deputy Mayor 
Cr D Holdom 
Cr K Milne 
Cr W Polglase 
Cr K Skinner 
Cr P Youngblutt 

 

 
PAGE 1 



 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2009 

 
 

 
PAGE 2 

 
COUNCIL'S CHARTER 

 
Tweed Shire Council's charter comprises a set of principles that are to guide 

Council in the carrying out of its functions, in accordance with Section 8 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993. 

 
Tweed Shire Council has the following charter: 
 

• to provide directly or on behalf of other levels of government, after due consultation, 
adequate, equitable and appropriate services and facilities for the community and to 
ensure that those services and facilities are managed efficiently and effectively; 

• to exercise community leadership; 

• to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and actively promotes 
the principles of multiculturalism; 

• to promote and to provide and plan for the needs of children; 

• to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the 
environment of the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent 
with and promotes the principles of ecologically sustainable development; 

• to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions; 

• to bear in mind that it is the custodian and trustee of public assets and to effectively 
account for and manage the assets for which it is responsible; 

• to facilitate the involvement of councillors, members of the public, users of facilities 
and services and council staff in the development, improvement and co-ordination 
of local government; 

• to raise funds for local purposes by the fair imposition of rates, charges and fees, by 
income earned from investments and, when appropriate, by borrowings and grants; 

• to keep the local community and the State government (and through it, the wider 
community) informed about its activities; 

• to ensure that, in the exercise of its regulatory functions, it acts consistently and 
without bias, particularly where an activity of the council is affected; 

• to be a responsible employer. 
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ABORIGINAL STATEMENT 

"We wish to recognise the generations of the local Aboriginal people of the 
Bundjalung Nation who have lived in and derived their physical and spiritual needs 
from the forests, rivers, lakes and streams of this beautiful valley over many 
thousands of years as the traditional owners and custodians of these lands." 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

1 Minutes of the Ordinary and Confidential Council Meeting held Thursday 
28 May 2009  

 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION: 

To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website 
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week 
before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting). 
 
1. Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held Thursday 28 May 2009 

(ECM 2062584). 
 
2. Confidential Attachment - Minutes of the Confidential Council Meeting held 

Thursday 28 May 2009 (ECM 2061832). 
 

 
 
 

http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

 

2 [MM] Mayoral Minute for the period 20 May 2009 - 5 June 2009  
 
Councillors, 
 
INVITATIONS: 
 
 
Attended by the Mayor 
 
¾ 21 May 2009 - Charter Dinner Rotary Club of Tweed Coast, Tropical Fruit World 

Duranbah 
 
Attended by other Councillor(s) on behalf of the Mayor 
 
¾ 3 June 2009 - Unveiling & Dedication of Memorial to National Servicemen, Point 

Danger (Cr Holdom) 
 
Inability to Attend by or on behalf of the Mayor
 
¾ 20 May 2009 - NSW Reclaiming First Improving Infrastructure Symposium, Sydney 
 
¾ 20 May 2009 - Awards of Excellence Presentation for Murwillumbah & Kingscliff 

TAFE, Murwillumbah 
 
¾ 20 May 2009 - Volunteers Certificate of Appreciation Ceremony for Twin Towns 

Friends Association, South Tweed Heads 
 
¾ 22 May 2009 - Combined Groups Committee Neighbourhood Watch, Banora Point 

High School (cancelled due to floods) 
 
¾ 22 May 2009 - Annual Debutante Ball Mt St Patricks Parents & Friends Association, 

Mt St Patrick College Murwillumbah (cancelled due to floods) 
 
¾ 22 May 2009 - Attwood Marshall Sponsor Race Day, Gold Coast Turf Club 
 

————————————— 
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CONFERENCES: 
 
Conferences attended by the Mayor and/or Councillors 
 
¾ 22 May 2009 - Koala Conference, Lismore (Cr Longland & Cr Milne were 

nominated.  Unable to attend due to floods) 
 
¾ 1 June 2009 -  LGMA Forum - Sydney (Cr van Lieshout, Cr Polglase) 
 
¾ 2 & 3 June 2009 - Annual Shires Conference – Sydney (Cr van Lieshout, 

Cr Polglase & Cr Longland) 
 
 
Information on Conferences to be held  
 
Councillors, please refer to the Councillor portal for complete Conference information 
 

————————————— 
 
MEETINGS: 
 
¾  1 June 2009 – Chief Executive Officer, Events NSW & Policy Officer to Premier Repco 

Rally – Sydney 
 
¾ 3 June 2009 – Minister for State Development, Hon Ian MacDonald – Repco Rally - 

Sydney  
 

————————————— 
 
SIGNING OF DOCUMENTS BY THE MAYOR: 
 
¾  19 May 2009 – Request – Land Acquisition – Crabbes Creek Road, Crabbes Creek 
 
¾  19 May 2009 – Request – Land Acquisition – Kyogle Road, Uki 
 
¾  28 May 2009 – Transfer – Land Purchase – Lot 25 Dp615931 Eviron 
 

————————————— 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That:- 
 
1. That the Mayoral Minute for the period 20 May 2009 to 5 June 2009 be 

received and noted. 
 
2. The attendance of Councillors at nominated Conferences be 

authorised. 
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ORDINARY ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

 

REPORTS THROUGH THE GENERAL MANAGER 

 

REPORTS FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER 

3 [GM-CM] Local Government Filming Policy  
 
ORIGIN: 

General Manager 
 
SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

Councils have been asked to comply with the Local Government Filming Protocol by the 
Director General of the Department of Local Government. 
 
As this is to become a policy of Council and to bring it in line with Councils policies, 
protocols and procedures it will be referred to as the Local Government Filming Policy. 
 
The Policy has been revised in consultation with the Local Government and Shires 
Associations of NSW and aims to achieve a balance between the interests of councils 
and communities while supporting the film industry. 
 
The Filming Related Legislation Amendment Act 2008 was passed by the NSW 
Parliament in June 2008 to make NSW more film friendly and as a result this legislation 
and the Local Government Filming Policy are binding on NSW councils. 
 
This report recommends the fee schedule for Tweed Shire Council as prescribed under 
the Local Government Filming Policy. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 
 
1. Notes and adopts the Local Government Filming Policy as prescribed by 

the Director General of the Department of Local Government. 
 

2. Adopts the maximum allowed application fees to fully recover the costs 
specific to Council for the Local Government Film Policy; does not refund 
the application fee in the event the filming does not proceed and that 
these fees be exhibited publicly for 28 days. 

 



 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2009 

 
 

 
PAGE 10 

Application Fees 
Ultra Low $0 
Low $150 
Medium $300 
High $500 

Assessment of Traffic Management Fees 
Low $100 
Medium $300 
High As per council’s adopted road 
 closure fees that apply to other 
 applicants. 

 
3. Recover only direct costs (in addition to the application fees) from 

services provided by the council such as security, additional site 
preparation, cleaning, waste management, access and power.  

 
4. Adopt the normal fees for the hire by filmmakers of constructed facilities 

such as town halls, community centres, and swimming pools as allowable 
under the Council management plan. 

 
5. Request a bond when required where there is a risk of damage, site 

remediation or cleaning. The bond will be determined at a reasonable 
level of estimated cost recovery to be negotiated with the filmmaker on a 
case-by-case basis. 
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REPORT: 

Tweed Shire Council currently has a Film Locations Guideline Policy which has, at the 
request of the Department of Local Government, been replaced by the Local 
Government Filming Protocol. 
 
As this is to become a policy of Council and to bring it in line with Councils policies, 
protocols and procedures it will be referred to as the Local Government Filming Policy. 
 
Councils have been asked to comply with the Local Government Filming Policy by the 
Director General of the Department of Local Government. The Policy has been revised in 
consultation with the Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW. It aims to 
achieve a balance between the interests of councils and communities while supporting 
the film industry. 
 
The Filming Related Legislation Amendment Act 2008 was passed by the NSW 
Parliament in June 2008 to make NSW more film friendly. This legislation and the new 
Policy are binding on NSW councils. 
 
Key elements of the Policy include: 

• the general principle that local councils are required to approve screen projects 
unless there are compelling reasons not to do so 

• the presumption that filming activities will be allowed on community land subject 
to environmental protection and express exclusions in applicable plans of 
management 

• local council fees and charges associated with location filming must be 
reasonable and cost reflective 

• that the changes make it easier for filming vehicles to park for an extended 
period; that getting access to public lands be streamlined for filmmakers and that 
temporary structures related to filming are now subject to simpler approval 
processes. 

 
The only requirement for councils is to set a fee structure for applicants under the Policy.   
 
In relation to filming related activities councils are only able to impose fees in three 
areas:  

1. For lodgement of an application where an approval is required from council;  
2. To recover costs from services provided by the council; and  
3. For the hire of constructed facilities such as town halls, community centres, 

and swimming pools (as allowable under the council management plan).  
 
In addition Council may be able to seek a bond if required. 
 



 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2009 

 
 

 
PAGE 12 

1. Details of Application fees 
 

Ultra Low Low  Medium  High  
No more than 10 crew  11-25 crew  26-50 crew  > 50 crew  

No disruption is caused to the 
Council's stakeholders, 

retailers or motorists or other 
events in the vicinity of the 

activities  

No more than 4 
trucks/vans  

No more than 10 
trucks  

> 10 trucks  

Activities are contained to 
footways or public open 

space areas only  

No construction  Some 
construction  

Significant 
construction  

Public safety is maintained at 
the locations at all times 
during the conduct of the 

activities  

Minimal 
equipment/lighting 

Equipment used 
for example, 
dolly, trucks, 

medium-sized 
cranes, jibs  

Extensive 
equipment  

Vehicles associated with the 
conduct of the activities are 

legally parked at all times and 
are not driven onto footways, 

parks or plaza areas  

Small or no unit 
base required  

Unit base 
required  

Large unit base 
required  

 Usually 1-2 
locations 

No more than 4 
locations  

> 4 locations  

$0 $0 - $150  $0 - $300  $0 - $500  
 
The following fees cover the administrative cost of processing traffic management plans. 
 

Low  Medium  High  
Stop/go traffic control on a local or 

council-managed road.  
Stop/go traffic control 

on a multi-lane or state 
road  

Road closures  

Police consultation  Police consultation  Police consultation  
 RTA consultation RTA consultation  

$0 - $100  $0 - $300 As per council’s 
adopted road closure 

fees that apply to other 
applicants.  
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2. Recovering Costs for Council Services 
 
Council may only charge fees for services it has provided. The cost recovery principle to 
be used for this Film Policy is that costs should reflect the direct costs for the services 
provided. That is administrative overhead charges should not be included in the 
calculation. The fee schedules should be itemised and transparent, and calculated at the 
same rate as other public use of council services and facilities. Recovering costs from 
services provided by the council could include: security, additional site preparation, 
cleaning, waste management, access and power. Charges for contracted council 
services such as cleaning and security must be at competitive market rates and included 
in Council’s Management Plan. The production company may elect to choose alternative 
suppliers who are legally allowed to carry out the work required, provided this does not 
conflict with existing contracts council may have for specific services or work on specific 
sites. 
 
3. Facility/Venue Hire 
 
Councils may impose fees in accordance with the Film Policy for the hire of formal 
venues such as town halls, community centres, swimming pools, that is, constructed 
facilities which are subject to hire or fees as general commercial activity (even if at a 
concessional or negligible rate for council or community uses). Conditions, such as 
cancellation fees, may apply as with standard hire conditions for the venue. 
 
1. Bond/Remediation (if required) 
 
In some circumstances a bond may be reasonable and necessary. A bond would only 
apply where there is a risk of damage, site remediation or cleaning where additional 
costs may apply. The bond will be determined at a reasonable level of estimated cost 
recovery to be negotiated with the filmmaker on a case-by-case basis. Bonds to be 
repaid as soon as practicable after the completion of filming and site clean up. 
 
Tweed Shire Council’s nominated Film Contact Officer (as required under the Policy) is 
the Festivals and Events Officer who will assist filmmakers in obtaining the necessary 
approval, support and access to council services. 
 
Once this Policy is adopted and fees and charges are set a Filming Policy Application 
Form will be created and published on the Tweed Shire Council website. 
 
LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The proposed new fee schedules will comply with the legislation and Policy, and be 
included in Council’s Fees and Charges.   
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UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION: 

To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on 
Council's website www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or 
Murwillumbah (from Friday the week before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from 
Monday the week of the meeting). 
 
1. Local Government Filming Policy (ECM 2013413) 
2. Film Locations Guidelines Policy (current policy to be replaced) (ECM 1260523) 
 

 
 

http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/
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4 [GM-CM] Tweed Link Policy  
 
ORIGIN: 

General Manager 
 
SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

The Tweed Link is an International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) registered 
newspaper, ISSN 1327-8630 which is produced weekly by Tweed Shire Council.  It has 
been published since 1998 and has a strong following in the Tweed community. 
 
The Tweed Link is free and is distributed to 38 500 households across the Tweed every 
week. It is available on Council’s website and sent via hard copy and through email 
subscription lists.  It is also available on audio tape.  The Tweed Link is produced 49 of 
the 52 weeks of the year with a three-week break over the Christmas/New Year period. 
 
It is important that the Tweed Link maintains its integrity and continues to be seen by the 
community as a reliable and news source of Council business.   
 
The Tweed Link operates as a commercial newspaper and is reliant on advertising as a 
revenue stream.  The policy outlines who is eligible to advertise in the Tweed Link and 
will provide guidance when liaising with potential advertisers. 
 
It is not intended for the Tweed Link to compete with other commercial newspapers that 
service the Tweed area which is why there are some restrictions in place and a need to 
formalise the types of advertising the Tweed Link will and will not accept. 
 
The report recommends the adoption of the Tweed Link Policy which addresses editorial 
requirements, advertising, elected members of Council and subscriptions. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopts the Tweed Link Policy as attached to this report. 
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REPORT: 

The Tweed Link is an International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) registered 
newspaper, ISSN 1327-8630 which is produced weekly by Tweed Shire Council.  It has 
been published since 1998 and has a strong following in the Tweed community. 
 
The Tweed Link is free and is distributed to 38 500 households across the Tweed every 
week. It is available on Council’s website and sent via hard copy and through email 
subscription lists.  It is also available on audio tape.  The Tweed Link is produced 49 of 
the 52 weeks of the year with a three-week break over the Christmas/New Year period. 
 
The Editor of the Tweed Link is the Communications and Marketing Coordinator position 
within Council. 
 
As a newspaper the Tweed Link’s aim is to adhere to the codes and standards set by the 
Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance (MEAA), Australian Press Council and others.  
The Tweed Link operates in a newsprint environment, similar to other commercial 
newspapers. 
 
It is important that the Tweed Link maintains its integrity and continues to be seen by the 
community as a reliable news source of Council business.  The Tweed Link: publishes 
Council’s statutory and other advertising, reports factual and accurate content to allow 
the community to make informed decisions on matters relating to Council; informs the 
community about Council decisions, projects, services and programs and increases 
awareness and stimulates the development of community understanding about the 
business of Council as their local government provider. 
 
The Tweed Link operates as a commercial newspaper and is reliant on advertising as a 
revenue stream.  The policy outlines who is eligible to advertise in the Tweed Link and 
will provide guidance when liaising with potential advertisers. 
 
It is not intended for the Tweed Link to compete with other commercial newspapers that 
service the Tweed area which is why there are some restrictions in place and a need to 
formalise the types of advertising the Tweed Link will not accept. 
 
The policy addresses editorial requirements, elected members of Council, advertising 
and subscriptions. 
 
EDITORIAL 
As with any commercial newspaper, the Tweed Link aims for a balance between editorial 
and advertising whilst ensuring the editorial is about Council related business or of 
significant importance to the whole of the Tweed community. 
 
The aim of the Tweed Link is to fill the information gap that exists in this geographically 
diverse community and to ensure they have accurate and reliable information about the 
business of Council. 
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Editorial priorities must be linked to Council business and are based on newsworthy 
principles these being:  timing, significance, proximity, prominence and human interest.  
This includes however is not limited to key issues of Council such as Council decisions, 
planning and development information, community services, programs and events, 
projects and partnerships. 
 
The Tweed Link must be factual, unbiased, timely, relevant to residents of the Tweed 
Shire, wide ranging, free of political influence, unhindered by group or individual 
pressure, observant of confidentiality as determined by Council, fair, honest and frank 
and available to all members of the Tweed community free of charge. 
 
ADVERTISING 
The Tweed Link operates as a commercial newspaper and is reliant on advertising as a 
revenue stream.  As a result the Tweed Link has a ‘rate card’ which details its advertising 
rates, column sizes, requirements and deadlines.  In addition to the rate card, Council 
has established an ‘online advertising calculator’ which provides users an instant quote 
to advertise in the Tweed Link. 
 
Advertisers have the ability to provide black and white camera-ready artwork for the 
printed Tweed Link as well as full colour for the online and email version. 
 
Paid Advertising 
Who is eligible to advertise in the Tweed Link? 
� Government bodies (Commonwealth, State and Local Government organisations). 
� Affiliated Government authorities and statutory corporations. 
� Government affiliated/facilitated programs or events. 
� Public educational facilities. 
� Registered not-for-profit organisations and community groups (e.g.: business 

chambers, arts, cultural and sporting organisations and charities). 
� Festivals and events funded through Council’s Festivals and Donations Funding 

Policies. 
� Consultants (private companies) who are contracted to a Government body are 

able to advertise providing the content is of community interest; relevant to the 
project they were engaged for and not promotional in nature. 

 
Commercial organisations, utility companies and consultants contracted to government 
bodies may on occasion advertise in the Tweed Link providing the content is relevant to 
a lodged development application, is of community interest and is not promotional in 
nature.  These ads must be factual and to the point and not include any corporate 
branding or marketing of the said organisation.  Advertising of this nature is at the 
discretion of the Editor. 
 
Who is not eligible to advertise in the Tweed Link? 
� Commercial businesses (see exception above). 
� Unregistered community groups. 
� Political parties/election campaigns. 
� Individuals. 
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In-Kind Advertising 
Recognised community residents, ratepayers or progress associations are entitled to 
advertise their monthly meetings and AGMs in the Tweed Link free of charge.  This in-
kind advertising space is restricted to no more than 3 column x 1 cm deep. This 
advertising is considered in-kind support from Council to encourage the Tweed 
community to participate in their local associations who represent the community on 
many Council issues.  In-kind advertising is recorded and reported on at Council 
meetings.  Any additional advertising above this space allotment will be charged at the 
rates set out in the Tweed Link rate card. 
 
Note:  It is the responsibility of these groups to provide Council with the required wording 
of these advertisements in electronic form to tweedlink@tweed.nsw.gov.au by the Tweed 
Link deadlines. 
 
At the discretion of the Editor in-kind advertising can be cancelled without notice at any 
time if space restrictions apply.  Paid advertising will take priority if space is an issue. 
 
Types of Advertising not accepted 
Recruitment advertising is not accepted.  Only Tweed Shire Council or Council funded 
corporations/statutory authorities can advertise positions vacant. 
 
Electoral campaigns for individual candidates, parties or political advertising is not 
accepted. 
 
Public Notice advertising is not open to other ‘classified’ advertising such as for sale, 
birthday or engagement announcements. 
 
Advertising that is considered not relevant or of significant community importance, 
offensive, discriminatory, questionable or in bad taste will not be accepted and is at the 
sole discretion of the Editor.  Final acceptance of any advertising is at the discretion of 
the Editor. 
 
ELECTED MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
Historically the Tweed Link promotes the business of Council, not individual Councillors.  
The aim is not to engage in the political process and to only report on the outcome and 
implementation of Council business. 
 
It is important to maintain community integrity and remain apolitical and impartial at all 
times to ensure the Tweed Link is seen by the community as a reliable and unbiased 
news source of Council business. 
 
The Tweed Link makes no reference to Councillors as individuals, they are referred to as 
‘Council’ – the elected members as a whole representing the community. 
 
A long established and historically unwritten rule has been the Tweed Link does not run 
individual photos of elected Councillors with the exception being the result of new, 
mayoral or by-elections to inform residents who their elected members are. 
 

mailto:tweedlink@tweed.nsw.gov.au
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Many ratepayers and people who work in the Tweed live outside of the Tweed shire. To 
ensure everyone has access to the Council newspaper the Tweed Link is also available 
by subscription in hard copy or electronic format. 
 
Hard copy subscriptions (black and white) are mailed to the subscriber.  The cost 
recovery fee to cover postage and handling is 6 months - $15 and 12 month - $30.  This 
is subject to change at any time in line with increases in postage costs. 
 
An electronic email subscription service is also available to receive the Tweed Link (full 
colour) direct to participating email accounts free each week.  Subscriptions are available 
online at www.tweed.nsw.gov.au
 
LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The Tweed Link Policy is a new policy for Council. 
 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION: 

To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website 
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week 
before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting). 
 
1. Tweed Link Policy (ECM 2065516) 
 

 
 

http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/
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REPORTS FROM THE DIRECTOR TECHNOLOGY & CORPORATE SERVICES 

 

5 [TCS-CM] Investment Policy  
 
ORIGIN: 

Financial Services 
 
 
SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

Council’s Investment Policy requires updating to comply with the current Local 
Government Ministerial Investment Order dated 31 July 2008 and the Department of 
Local Government Draft Investment Policy Guidelines released 25 May 2009. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopts the updated Investment Policy (version 1.3) as outlined 
within and attached to this report. 
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REPORT: 

The updated NSW Minister for Local Government’s Investment Order was released 31 
July 2008 in response to the findings of the Cole Review. The Cole Review was 
conducted by a Steering Committee of the NSW Government as a result of investment 
losses sustained by councils in recent years, particularly capital losses accruing from 
investment in structured credit products. 
 
The Cole Review recommended: 
 

• Amendments to the Ministerial Investment Order 
• Grandfathering existing investments that are excluded by changes made to 

the Ministerial Investment Order 
• Excluding the manufacturers and distributors of investment products from 

acting as investment advisors to councils 
• Suspending investments with specific credit ratings until December 2009. 
• Ensuring councils are more fully aware of their obligations under the Local 

Government Act 1993 and the Trustee Act 1925 
• Issuing investment policy guidelines for councils 

 
Further to the updated Ministerial Investment Order, Draft Investment Policy Guidelines 
were released for consultation on 25 May 2009 by the NSW Department of Local 
Government to assist councils to invest surplus funds in a prudent and appropriate 
manner. Many of the proposals put forward in the Draft Guidelines are already 
incorporated in Council’s current Investment Policy.  
 
A summary of recommendations in the Draft Guidelines and Council’s responses follows: 
 

• Action: All councils are required to develop an investment policy. 
Response: Tweed Shire Council has had an investment policy in place since 
1994. 

 
• Action: As investments are not a principal activity for councils but the knowledge 

and skill required to manage investments can be quite specialised, councils are 
encouraged to seek independent financial advice where necessary in preparing 
an investment policy. 
Response: Clause included in attached investment policy update (clause 8). 

 
• Action: Councils to invest funds in a prudent and appropriate manner. 

Response: Included in investment policy objective since 2005. 
 
• Action: Investment policy to outline legislation associated with the investment of 

surplus funds. 
Response: Associated legislation outlined in attached investment policy 
(clause 2). 
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• Action: Councillors should ensure that Council has an appropriate investment 
policy that guides the investment of ratepayers’ funds in compliance with the 
council’s charter. Councillors must also approve the investment policy by 
resolution, approve amendments by resolution and review the policy each year. 
They must also ensure there is open and transparent reporting of council 
investments to Council and to the ratepayers.  
Response: The attached investment policy has been updated to comply with this 
requirement. Monthly investment reports to Council provide full disclosure of 
marked to market valuations and yields. 

 
• Action: The primary role of the General Manager is to be responsible for the 

implementation of Council’s decision in relation to the investment policy. 
Response: Noted. 

 
• Action: The Responsible Accounting Officer, as defined by the Local 

Government (General) regulation 2005, is responsible for keeping the Council’s 
accounting records and ensuring that they are up to date and in an accessible 
form and monthly reports are provided to council. 
Response: Council’s current monthly investment report complies with this 
recommendation. 

 
• Action: Council officers that are involved in selecting, reviewing and/or 

monitoring investment products should use the DLG guidelines to ensure that 
they understand the parameters, risks and expectations that councils are 
required to take into account when creating an investment policy.  
Response: Noted. 

 
• Action: It is considered good practice for Council’s investment policy to be 

available to the public on Council’s web site. 
Response: Council is compliant with this recommendation as the monthly 
investment report is posted on Council’s web site in conjunction with the minutes 
of Council meetings.  Council's Investment Policy is currently publicly available 
via Council's website under "Your Council", "Council Policies". 

 
All the Draft Investment Policy Guidelines have been incorporated into Council’s 
Investment Policy.  
 
Tweed Shire Council has had an Investment Policy in place since 1994 and many of the 
recommendations contained within the Draft Investment Policy guidelines are already 
contained within Council’s current Investment Policy. Regular updates, such as those 
attached, keep the Policy current and relevant. 
 
LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The revised Policy complies with Ministerial Investment Order and Department of Local 
Government Draft Investment Policy Guidelines. 
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UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION: 

To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website 
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week 
before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting). 
 
1. Updated Investment Policy Version 1.3 (ECM 2069041) 
 

 
 

http://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/
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6 [TCS-CM] Mayor and Councillors Annual Remuneration 2009-2010  
 
ORIGIN: 

Corporate Governance 
 
SUMMARY OF REPORT: 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has made a determination under sections 
239 and 241 of the Local Government Act 1993 in relation to fees payable to Mayors and 
Councillors for the 2009/2010 financial period. 
 
Council needs to determine the fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors for 209/2010. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That the annual fees payable for the Mayor and Councillors for the financial 
period 2009/2010 be as follows: 
 

Mayor $33,840 
Councillors $15,500 

 



 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2009 

 
 

 
PAGE 26 

 
REPORT: 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has made a determination under sections 
239 and 241 of the Local Government Act 1993 in relation to fees payable to Mayors and 
Councillors for the 2009/2010 financial period. 
 
Council is classified along with 31 other councils within the Regional Rural category. 
 
In accordance with section 241 of the Local Government Act 1993 the tribunal has 
determined minimum and maximum annual fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors. 
The determination in relation to the Regional Rural category is as follows: 
 

 Minimum Maximum
Councillor $7,040 $15,500
Mayor * $14,980 $33,840

 
* This fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor as a Councillor in 

accordance with section 249 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Council has previously determined that the maximum fees are payable to both the Mayor 
and Councillors.  The recommended fees for 2009/2010 are a 2.5% increase above the 
2008/2009 fees. 
 
A determination is now required from Council in setting the annual fees payable to the 
Mayor and Councillors in accordance with sections 248 and 249 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 to be applied from 1 July 2009. 
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LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Maximum fees would result in an expenditure of $142,340 
The 2009/2010 budgeted estimated expenditure is $149,490 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
In accordance with the relevant sections of the Local Government Act 1993 
 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION: 

To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website 
www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week 
before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting). 
 
Nil. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

 

REPORTS THROUGH GENERAL MANAGER IN COMMITTEE 

 

REPORTS FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER IN COMMITTEE 

1 [GM-CM] Tweed Link Print Tender 2009  
 
REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY: 

This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 10A(2)(c)(d) of the Local Government 
Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the 
following: - 
 

(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with 
whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business 

 
(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed: 

(i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or 
(ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the council, or 
(iii) reveal a trade secret 
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Tweed Shire Council


AGENDA


ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday 16 June 2009

Mayor:
Cr J van Lieshout

Councillors:
Cr B Longland, Deputy Mayor

Cr D Holdom

Cr K Milne

Cr W Polglase

Cr K Skinner

Cr P Youngblutt

		COUNCIL'S CHARTER


Tweed Shire Council's charter comprises a set of principles that are to guide Council in the carrying out of its functions, in accordance with Section 8 of the Local Government Act, 1993.





Tweed Shire Council has the following charter:



to provide directly or on behalf of other levels of government, after due consultation, adequate, equitable and appropriate services and facilities for the community and to ensure that those services and facilities are managed efficiently and effectively;



to exercise community leadership;



to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and actively promotes the principles of multiculturalism;



to promote and to provide and plan for the needs of children;



to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the principles of ecologically sustainable development;



to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions;



to bear in mind that it is the custodian and trustee of public assets and to effectively account for and manage the assets for which it is responsible;



to facilitate the involvement of councillors, members of the public, users of facilities and services and council staff in the development, improvement and co-ordination of local government;



to raise funds for local purposes by the fair imposition of rates, charges and fees, by income earned from investments and, when appropriate, by borrowings and grants;



to keep the local community and the State government (and through it, the wider community) informed about its activities;



to ensure that, in the exercise of its regulatory functions, it acts consistently and without bias, particularly where an activity of the council is affected;



to be a responsible employer.
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ABORIGINAL STATEMENT


"We wish to recognise the generations of the local Aboriginal people of the Bundjalung Nation who have lived in and derived their physical and spiritual needs from the forests, rivers, lakes and streams of this beautiful valley over many thousands of years as the traditional owners and custodians of these lands."


CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES


1
Minutes of the Ordinary and Confidential Council Meeting held Thursday 28 May 2009 

UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION:


To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting).


1.
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held Thursday 28 May 2009 (ECM 2062584).


2.
Confidential Attachment - Minutes of the Confidential Council Meeting held Thursday 28 May 2009 (ECM 2061832).





MAYORAL MINUTE


2
[MM] Mayoral Minute for the period 20 May 2009 - 5 June 2009 

Councillors,


INVITATIONS:


Attended by the Mayor


21 May 2009 -
Charter Dinner Rotary Club of Tweed Coast, Tropical Fruit World Duranbah


Attended by other Councillor(s) on behalf of the Mayor


3 June 2009 -
Unveiling & Dedication of Memorial to National Servicemen, Point Danger (Cr Holdom)

Inability to Attend by or on behalf of the Mayor


20 May 2009 -
NSW Reclaiming First Improving Infrastructure Symposium, Sydney



20 May 2009 -
Awards of Excellence Presentation for Murwillumbah & Kingscliff TAFE, Murwillumbah



20 May 2009 -
Volunteers Certificate of Appreciation Ceremony for Twin Towns Friends Association, South Tweed Heads



22 May 2009 -
Combined Groups Committee Neighbourhood Watch, Banora Point High School (cancelled due to floods)



22 May 2009 -
Annual Debutante Ball Mt St Patricks Parents & Friends Association, Mt St Patrick College Murwillumbah (cancelled due to floods)



22 May 2009 -
Attwood Marshall Sponsor Race Day, Gold Coast Turf Club

—————————————


CONFERENCES:


Conferences attended by the Mayor and/or Councillors


22 May 2009 -
Koala Conference, Lismore (Cr Longland & Cr Milne were nominated.  Unable to attend due to floods)



1 June 2009 - 
LGMA Forum - Sydney (Cr van Lieshout, Cr Polglase)



2 & 3 June 2009 -
Annual Shires Conference – Sydney (Cr van Lieshout, Cr Polglase & Cr Longland)


Information on Conferences to be held 


Councillors, please refer to the Councillor portal for complete Conference information


—————————————


MEETINGS:




1 June 2009 – Chief Executive Officer, Events NSW & Policy Officer to Premier Repco Rally – Sydney



3 June 2009 – Minister for State Development, Hon Ian MacDonald – Repco Rally - Sydney 


—————————————


SIGNING OF DOCUMENTS BY THE MAYOR:




19 May 2009 – Request – Land Acquisition – Crabbes Creek Road, Crabbes Creek



19 May 2009 – Request – Land Acquisition – Kyogle Road, Uki




28 May 2009 – Transfer – Land Purchase – Lot 25 Dp615931 Eviron


—————————————


RECOMMENDATION:


That:-


1.
That the Mayoral Minute for the period 20 May 2009 to 5 June 2009 be received and noted.


2.
The attendance of Councillors at nominated Conferences be authorised.


ORDINARY ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION


REPORTS THROUGH THE GENERAL MANAGER


REPORTS FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER


3
[GM-CM] Local Government Filming Policy 

ORIGIN:


General Manager




SUMMARY OF REPORT:


Councils have been asked to comply with the Local Government Filming Protocol by the Director General of the Department of Local Government.


As this is to become a policy of Council and to bring it in line with Councils policies, protocols and procedures it will be referred to as the Local Government Filming Policy.


The Policy has been revised in consultation with the Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW and aims to achieve a balance between the interests of councils and communities while supporting the film industry.


The Filming Related Legislation Amendment Act 2008 was passed by the NSW Parliament in June 2008 to make NSW more film friendly and as a result this legislation and the Local Government Filming Policy are binding on NSW councils.


This report recommends the fee schedule for Tweed Shire Council as prescribed under the Local Government Filming Policy.


RECOMMENDATION:


That Council:


1.
Notes and adopts the Local Government Filming Policy as prescribed by the Director General of the Department of Local Government.


2.
Adopts the maximum allowed application fees to fully recover the costs specific to Council for the Local Government Film Policy; does not refund the application fee in the event the filming does not proceed and that these fees be exhibited publicly for 28 days.


		Application Fees


Ultra Low
$0


Low
$150


Medium
$300


High
$500

		Assessment of Traffic Management Fees


Low
$100


Medium
$300


High
As per council’s adopted road



closure fees that apply to other 
applicants.





3.
Recover only direct costs (in addition to the application fees) from services provided by the council such as security, additional site preparation, cleaning, waste management, access and power. 


4.
Adopt the normal fees for the hire by filmmakers of constructed facilities such as town halls, community centres, and swimming pools as allowable under the Council management plan.


5.
Request a bond when required where there is a risk of damage, site remediation or cleaning. The bond will be determined at a reasonable level of estimated cost recovery to be negotiated with the filmmaker on a case-by-case basis.

REPORT:


Tweed Shire Council currently has a Film Locations Guideline Policy which has, at the request of the Department of Local Government, been replaced by the Local Government Filming Protocol.


As this is to become a policy of Council and to bring it in line with Councils policies, protocols and procedures it will be referred to as the Local Government Filming Policy.


Councils have been asked to comply with the Local Government Filming Policy by the Director General of the Department of Local Government. The Policy has been revised in consultation with the Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW. It aims to achieve a balance between the interests of councils and communities while supporting the film industry.


The Filming Related Legislation Amendment Act 2008 was passed by the NSW Parliament in June 2008 to make NSW more film friendly. This legislation and the new Policy are binding on NSW councils.


Key elements of the Policy include:



the general principle that local councils are required to approve screen projects unless there are compelling reasons not to do so



the presumption that filming activities will be allowed on community land subject to environmental protection and express exclusions in applicable plans of management



local council fees and charges associated with location filming must be reasonable and cost reflective



that the changes make it easier for filming vehicles to park for an extended period; that getting access to public lands be streamlined for filmmakers and that temporary structures related to filming are now subject to simpler approval processes.


The only requirement for councils is to set a fee structure for applicants under the Policy.  


In relation to filming related activities councils are only able to impose fees in three areas: 


1.
For lodgement of an application where an approval is required from council; 


2.
To recover costs from services provided by the council; and 


3.
For the hire of constructed facilities such as town halls, community centres, and swimming pools (as allowable under the council management plan). 


In addition Council may be able to seek a bond if required.


1.
Details of Application fees


		Ultra Low

		Low 

		Medium 

		High 



		No more than 10 crew 

		11-25 crew 

		26-50 crew 

		> 50 crew 



		No disruption is caused to the Council's stakeholders, retailers or motorists or other events in the vicinity of the activities 

		No more than 4 trucks/vans 

		No more than 10 trucks 

		> 10 trucks 



		Activities are contained to footways or public open space areas only 

		No construction 

		Some construction 

		Significant construction 



		Public safety is maintained at the locations at all times during the conduct of the activities 

		Minimal equipment/lighting 

		Equipment used for example, dolly, trucks, medium-sized cranes, jibs 

		Extensive equipment 



		Vehicles associated with the conduct of the activities are legally parked at all times and are not driven onto footways, parks or plaza areas 

		Small or no unit base required 

		Unit base required 

		Large unit base required 



		

		Usually 1-2 locations

		No more than 4 locations 

		> 4 locations 



		$0

		$0 - $150 

		$0 - $300 

		$0 - $500 





The following fees cover the administrative cost of processing traffic management plans.


		Low 

		Medium 

		High 



		Stop/go traffic control on a local or council-managed road. 

		Stop/go traffic control on a multi-lane or state road 

		Road closures 



		Police consultation 

		Police consultation 

		Police consultation 



		

		RTA consultation

		RTA consultation 



		$0 - $100 

		$0 - $300

		As per council’s adopted road closure fees that apply to other applicants. 





2.
Recovering Costs for Council Services


Council may only charge fees for services it has provided. The cost recovery principle to be used for this Film Policy is that costs should reflect the direct costs for the services provided. That is administrative overhead charges should not be included in the calculation. The fee schedules should be itemised and transparent, and calculated at the same rate as other public use of council services and facilities. Recovering costs from services provided by the council could include: security, additional site preparation, cleaning, waste management, access and power. Charges for contracted council services such as cleaning and security must be at competitive market rates and included in Council’s Management Plan. The production company may elect to choose alternative suppliers who are legally allowed to carry out the work required, provided this does not conflict with existing contracts council may have for specific services or work on specific sites.

3.
Facility/Venue Hire


Councils may impose fees in accordance with the Film Policy for the hire of formal venues such as town halls, community centres, swimming pools, that is, constructed facilities which are subject to hire or fees as general commercial activity (even if at a concessional or negligible rate for council or community uses). Conditions, such as cancellation fees, may apply as with standard hire conditions for the venue.


1.
Bond/Remediation (if required)


In some circumstances a bond may be reasonable and necessary. A bond would only apply where there is a risk of damage, site remediation or cleaning where additional costs may apply. The bond will be determined at a reasonable level of estimated cost recovery to be negotiated with the filmmaker on a case-by-case basis. Bonds to be repaid as soon as practicable after the completion of filming and site clean up.

Tweed Shire Council’s nominated Film Contact Officer (as required under the Policy) is the Festivals and Events Officer who will assist filmmakers in obtaining the necessary approval, support and access to council services.


Once this Policy is adopted and fees and charges are set a Filming Policy Application Form will be created and published on the Tweed Shire Council website.


LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:


Nil.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:


The proposed new fee schedules will comply with the legislation and Policy, and be included in Council’s Fees and Charges.  


UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION:


To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting).


1.
Local Government Filming Policy (ECM 2013413)


2.
Film Locations Guidelines Policy (current policy to be replaced) (ECM 1260523)


4
[GM-CM] Tweed Link Policy 

ORIGIN:


General Manager




SUMMARY OF REPORT:


The Tweed Link is an International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) registered newspaper, ISSN 1327-8630 which is produced weekly by Tweed Shire Council.  It has been published since 1998 and has a strong following in the Tweed community.


The Tweed Link is free and is distributed to 38 500 households across the Tweed every week. It is available on Council’s website and sent via hard copy and through email subscription lists.  It is also available on audio tape.  The Tweed Link is produced 49 of the 52 weeks of the year with a three-week break over the Christmas/New Year period.


It is important that the Tweed Link maintains its integrity and continues to be seen by the community as a reliable and news source of Council business.  


The Tweed Link operates as a commercial newspaper and is reliant on advertising as a revenue stream.  The policy outlines who is eligible to advertise in the Tweed Link and will provide guidance when liaising with potential advertisers.


It is not intended for the Tweed Link to compete with other commercial newspapers that service the Tweed area which is why there are some restrictions in place and a need to formalise the types of advertising the Tweed Link will and will not accept.


The report recommends the adoption of the Tweed Link Policy which addresses editorial requirements, advertising, elected members of Council and subscriptions.


RECOMMENDATION:


That Council adopts the Tweed Link Policy as attached to this report.


REPORT:


The Tweed Link is an International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) registered newspaper, ISSN 1327-8630 which is produced weekly by Tweed Shire Council.  It has been published since 1998 and has a strong following in the Tweed community.


The Tweed Link is free and is distributed to 38 500 households across the Tweed every week. It is available on Council’s website and sent via hard copy and through email subscription lists.  It is also available on audio tape.  The Tweed Link is produced 49 of the 52 weeks of the year with a three-week break over the Christmas/New Year period.


The Editor of the Tweed Link is the Communications and Marketing Coordinator position within Council.


As a newspaper the Tweed Link’s aim is to adhere to the codes and standards set by the Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance (MEAA), Australian Press Council and others.  The Tweed Link operates in a newsprint environment, similar to other commercial newspapers.


It is important that the Tweed Link maintains its integrity and continues to be seen by the community as a reliable news source of Council business.  The Tweed Link: publishes Council’s statutory and other advertising, reports factual and accurate content to allow the community to make informed decisions on matters relating to Council; informs the community about Council decisions, projects, services and programs and increases awareness and stimulates the development of community understanding about the business of Council as their local government provider.


The Tweed Link operates as a commercial newspaper and is reliant on advertising as a revenue stream.  The policy outlines who is eligible to advertise in the Tweed Link and will provide guidance when liaising with potential advertisers.


It is not intended for the Tweed Link to compete with other commercial newspapers that service the Tweed area which is why there are some restrictions in place and a need to formalise the types of advertising the Tweed Link will not accept.


The policy addresses editorial requirements, elected members of Council, advertising and subscriptions.


Editorial


As with any commercial newspaper, the Tweed Link aims for a balance between editorial and advertising whilst ensuring the editorial is about Council related business or of significant importance to the whole of the Tweed community.


The aim of the Tweed Link is to fill the information gap that exists in this geographically diverse community and to ensure they have accurate and reliable information about the business of Council.


Editorial priorities must be linked to Council business and are based on newsworthy principles these being:  timing, significance, proximity, prominence and human interest.  This includes however is not limited to key issues of Council such as Council decisions, planning and development information, community services, programs and events, projects and partnerships.


The Tweed Link must be factual, unbiased, timely, relevant to residents of the Tweed Shire, wide ranging, free of political influence, unhindered by group or individual pressure, observant of confidentiality as determined by Council, fair, honest and frank and available to all members of the Tweed community free of charge.

Advertising


The Tweed Link operates as a commercial newspaper and is reliant on advertising as a revenue stream.  As a result the Tweed Link has a ‘rate card’ which details its advertising rates, column sizes, requirements and deadlines.  In addition to the rate card, Council has established an ‘online advertising calculator’ which provides users an instant quote to advertise in the Tweed Link.


Advertisers have the ability to provide black and white camera-ready artwork for the printed Tweed Link as well as full colour for the online and email version.


Paid Advertising


Who is eligible to advertise in the Tweed Link?



Government bodies (Commonwealth, State and Local Government organisations).



Affiliated Government authorities and statutory corporations.



Government affiliated/facilitated programs or events.


Public educational facilities.



Registered not-for-profit organisations and community groups (e.g.: business chambers, arts, cultural and sporting organisations and charities).



Festivals and events funded through Council’s Festivals and Donations Funding Policies.



Consultants (private companies) who are contracted to a Government body are able to advertise providing the content is of community interest; relevant to the project they were engaged for and not promotional in nature.


Commercial organisations, utility companies and consultants contracted to government bodies may on occasion advertise in the Tweed Link providing the content is relevant to a lodged development application, is of community interest and is not promotional in nature.  These ads must be factual and to the point and not include any corporate branding or marketing of the said organisation.  Advertising of this nature is at the discretion of the Editor.

Who is not eligible to advertise in the Tweed Link?



Commercial businesses (see exception above).



Unregistered community groups.



Political parties/election campaigns.



Individuals.


In-Kind Advertising


Recognised community residents, ratepayers or progress associations are entitled to advertise their monthly meetings and AGMs in the Tweed Link free of charge.  This in-kind advertising space is restricted to no more than 3 column x 1 cm deep. This advertising is considered in-kind support from Council to encourage the Tweed community to participate in their local associations who represent the community on many Council issues.  In-kind advertising is recorded and reported on at Council meetings.  Any additional advertising above this space allotment will be charged at the rates set out in the Tweed Link rate card.


Note:  It is the responsibility of these groups to provide Council with the required wording of these advertisements in electronic form to tweedlink@tweed.nsw.gov.au by the Tweed Link deadlines.


At the discretion of the Editor in-kind advertising can be cancelled without notice at any time if space restrictions apply.  Paid advertising will take priority if space is an issue.


Types of Advertising not accepted


Recruitment advertising is not accepted.  Only Tweed Shire Council or Council funded corporations/statutory authorities can advertise positions vacant.


Electoral campaigns for individual candidates, parties or political advertising is not accepted.


Public Notice advertising is not open to other ‘classified’ advertising such as for sale, birthday or engagement announcements.


Advertising that is considered not relevant or of significant community importance, offensive, discriminatory, questionable or in bad taste will not be accepted and is at the sole discretion of the Editor.  Final acceptance of any advertising is at the discretion of the Editor.


Elected Members of Council


Historically the Tweed Link promotes the business of Council, not individual Councillors.  The aim is not to engage in the political process and to only report on the outcome and implementation of Council business.


It is important to maintain community integrity and remain apolitical and impartial at all times to ensure the Tweed Link is seen by the community as a reliable and unbiased news source of Council business.


The Tweed Link makes no reference to Councillors as individuals, they are referred to as ‘Council’ – the elected members as a whole representing the community.


A long established and historically unwritten rule has been the Tweed Link does not run individual photos of elected Councillors with the exception being the result of new, mayoral or by-elections to inform residents who their elected members are.


Subscriptions


Many ratepayers and people who work in the Tweed live outside of the Tweed shire. To ensure everyone has access to the Council newspaper the Tweed Link is also available by subscription in hard copy or electronic format.


Hard copy subscriptions (black and white) are mailed to the subscriber.  The cost recovery fee to cover postage and handling is 6 months - $15 and 12 month - $30.  This is subject to change at any time in line with increases in postage costs.

An electronic email subscription service is also available to receive the Tweed Link (full colour) direct to participating email accounts free each week.  Subscriptions are available online at www.tweed.nsw.gov.au

LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:


Nil.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:


The Tweed Link Policy is a new policy for Council.


UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION:


To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting).


1.
Tweed Link Policy (ECM 2065516)





REPORTS FROM THE DIRECTOR TECHNOLOGY & CORPORATE SERVICES


5
[TCS-CM] Investment Policy 

ORIGIN:


Financial Services



SUMMARY OF REPORT:


Council’s Investment Policy requires updating to comply with the current Local Government Ministerial Investment Order dated 31 July 2008 and the Department of Local Government Draft Investment Policy Guidelines released 25 May 2009.


RECOMMENDATION:


That Council adopts the updated Investment Policy (version 1.3) as outlined within and attached to this report.

REPORT:


The updated NSW Minister for Local Government’s Investment Order was released 31 July 2008 in response to the findings of the Cole Review. The Cole Review was conducted by a Steering Committee of the NSW Government as a result of investment losses sustained by councils in recent years, particularly capital losses accruing from investment in structured credit products.


The Cole Review recommended:



Amendments to the Ministerial Investment Order



Grandfathering existing investments that are excluded by changes made to the Ministerial Investment Order



Excluding the manufacturers and distributors of investment products from acting as investment advisors to councils



Suspending investments with specific credit ratings until December 2009.



Ensuring councils are more fully aware of their obligations under the Local Government Act 1993 and the Trustee Act 1925



Issuing investment policy guidelines for councils


Further to the updated Ministerial Investment Order, Draft Investment Policy Guidelines were released for consultation on 25 May 2009 by the NSW Department of Local Government to assist councils to invest surplus funds in a prudent and appropriate manner. Many of the proposals put forward in the Draft Guidelines are already incorporated in Council’s current Investment Policy. 


A summary of recommendations in the Draft Guidelines and Council’s responses follows:



Action: All councils are required to develop an investment policy.


Response: Tweed Shire Council has had an investment policy in place since 1994.



Action: As investments are not a principal activity for councils but the knowledge and skill required to manage investments can be quite specialised, councils are encouraged to seek independent financial advice where necessary in preparing an investment policy.


Response: Clause included in attached investment policy update (clause 8).



Action: Councils to invest funds in a prudent and appropriate manner.


Response: Included in investment policy objective since 2005.



Action: Investment policy to outline legislation associated with the investment of surplus funds.


Response: Associated legislation outlined in attached investment policy (clause 2).



Action: Councillors should ensure that Council has an appropriate investment policy that guides the investment of ratepayers’ funds in compliance with the council’s charter. Councillors must also approve the investment policy by resolution, approve amendments by resolution and review the policy each year. They must also ensure there is open and transparent reporting of council investments to Council and to the ratepayers. 


Response: The attached investment policy has been updated to comply with this requirement. Monthly investment reports to Council provide full disclosure of marked to market valuations and yields.



Action: The primary role of the General Manager is to be responsible for the implementation of Council’s decision in relation to the investment policy. Response: Noted.


Action: The Responsible Accounting Officer, as defined by the Local Government (General) regulation 2005, is responsible for keeping the Council’s accounting records and ensuring that they are up to date and in an accessible form and monthly reports are provided to council.


Response: Council’s current monthly investment report complies with this recommendation.



Action: Council officers that are involved in selecting, reviewing and/or monitoring investment products should use the DLG guidelines to ensure that they understand the parameters, risks and expectations that councils are required to take into account when creating an investment policy. 


Response: Noted.



Action: It is considered good practice for Council’s investment policy to be available to the public on Council’s web site.


Response: Council is compliant with this recommendation as the monthly investment report is posted on Council’s web site in conjunction with the minutes of Council meetings.  Council's Investment Policy is currently publicly available via Council's website under "Your Council", "Council Policies".

All the Draft Investment Policy Guidelines have been incorporated into Council’s Investment Policy. 


Tweed Shire Council has had an Investment Policy in place since 1994 and many of the recommendations contained within the Draft Investment Policy guidelines are already contained within Council’s current Investment Policy. Regular updates, such as those attached, keep the Policy current and relevant.


LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:


Nil.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:


The revised Policy complies with Ministerial Investment Order and Department of Local Government Draft Investment Policy Guidelines.


UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION:


To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting).


1.
Updated Investment Policy Version 1.3 (ECM 2069041)


6
[TCS-CM] Mayor and Councillors Annual Remuneration 2009-2010 

ORIGIN:


Corporate Governance

SUMMARY OF REPORT:


The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has made a determination under sections 239 and 241 of the Local Government Act 1993 in relation to fees payable to Mayors and Councillors for the 2009/2010 financial period.


Council needs to determine the fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors for 209/2010.


RECOMMENDATION:


That the annual fees payable for the Mayor and Councillors for the financial period 2009/2010 be as follows:


		Mayor

		$33,840



		Councillors

		$15,500





REPORT:


The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has made a determination under sections 239 and 241 of the Local Government Act 1993 in relation to fees payable to Mayors and Councillors for the 2009/2010 financial period.


Council is classified along with 31 other councils within the Regional Rural category.


In accordance with section 241 of the Local Government Act 1993 the tribunal has determined minimum and maximum annual fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors. The determination in relation to the Regional Rural category is as follows:


		

		Minimum

		Maximum



		Councillor

		$7,040

		$15,500



		Mayor *

		$14,980

		$33,840





*
This fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor as a Councillor in accordance with section 249 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993.


Council has previously determined that the maximum fees are payable to both the Mayor and Councillors.  The recommended fees for 2009/2010 are a 2.5% increase above the 2008/2009 fees.


A determination is now required from Council in setting the annual fees payable to the Mayor and Councillors in accordance with sections 248 and 249 of the Local Government Act 1993 to be applied from 1 July 2009.
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LEGAL/RESOURCE/FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:


Maximum fees would result in an expenditure of $142,340


The 2009/2010 budgeted estimated expenditure is $149,490


POLICY IMPLICATIONS:


In accordance with the relevant sections of the Local Government Act 1993


UNDER SEPARATE COVER/FURTHER INFORMATION:


To view any "non confidential" attachments listed below, access the meetings link on Council's website www.tweed.nsw.gov.au or visit Council's offices at Tweed Heads or Murwillumbah (from Friday the week before the meeting) or Council's libraries (from Monday the week of the meeting).


Nil.




CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION


REPORTS THROUGH GENERAL MANAGER IN COMMITTEE


REPORTS FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER IN COMMITTEE


1
[GM-CM] Tweed Link Print Tender 2009 

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY:


This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 10A(2)(c)(d) of the Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the following: -


(c)
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business


(d)
commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed:


(i)
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or


(ii)
confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the council, or


(iii)
reveal a trade secret
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